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capital of the empire to Babylon, for the Assyrians
would have felt themselves dishonored by any such
plan. Tiglathpileser must have felt sure of the
stability of the empire and of the peace which he
had won by the sword, or he would never have
taken upon himself the burden of the crown of
Babylon. In the next year, 727, he again per-
formed the required rites and was again pro-
claimed king in Babylon. He had reached the very
summit of the earthly magnificence of his age, aiid
attained the goal coveted by the kings of Assyria
before him. He was not only king of Surner and
Accad, but also king of Babylon.

We have no knowledge of any other important
events in his reign. It was almost wholly a reign
of war and conquest. We know of only one build-
ing operation, the reconstruction and improvement
in Hittite style of the palace in Calah, which he
occupied during most of his life, and which had
been built by Shalmaneser II. In the month of
Tebet of the year 727 the great king died/

It is difficult to estimate calmly and judiciously
his reign or his character. He had come to the
throne out of a rebellion. He found himself in
possession of a small kingdom with tribute-paying
dependencies, many in a state of unrest or of open
rebellion. The name of Assyria had been made a
dread and a terror among the nations by raids of
almost unexampled butchery and destructiveness,

1 Babylonian Chronicle, col. x, lino 24; Keilinschrift. JKZ&, ii, pp. 276,